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A story of us
 Editor’s Note: In observance of Valentine’s Day, The Collegian asked members of 
the UT Brownsville community to share the story of how they met their sweetheart. 
Reporter Karina Aguirre interviewed two couples who responded to our request.
See ALVAREZ, Page 7
Heather Olague set the example for 
UT Brownsville students, whom she 
encouraged to be fully engaged in the 
campus community.
Invariably, the Student Engagement 
director and her family attended home 
games, sitting in the bleachers and 
cheering on the Ocelots.
Olague’s last day at UTB was 
Wednesday. She will be moving to San 
Antonio, where her husband, former UTB 
University Recreation Director Arturo 
Olague accepted a position as director of 
Recreation at Texas A&M University-San 
Antonio.
Myles Garza, chairman of the City of Brownsville’s Charter Review Committee, gives a presentation on three 
proposed amendments to the City Charter during Tuesday’s city commission meeting.
UT Brownsville officials say nearly 
7,500 students are enrolled this semester, 
a slight decrease from a year ago. 
The enrollment goal for Spring 2015 
was 7,800, around the same number of 
students enrolled last spring semester, 
but preliminary figures show 7,495 
students are attending classes at UTB.
 “Three hundred students is very little,” 
Enrollment Services Vice President Sylvia 
Leal said about the decrease in enrollment 
from a year ago. “What we need to focus 
on is that we have 7,500 students that are 
here, that are very excited to be here and 
are very much looking forward to finish 
their educational goals and we focus on 
that.”
The preliminary breakdown of
UTB enrollment 
takes slight dip






A Brownsville city commissioner 
says a proposal to limit terms on the 
commission is politically motivated.
During a workshop Tuesday night, the 
Charter Review Committee presented 
three proposed amendments, including 
one that would limit the mayor and 
members of the city commission to two 
full terms. They would have to sit out a 
year before seeking a third term.
During the workshop, Myles Garza, 
chairman of the Brownsville Charter 
Review Committee, told the commission 
that Brownsville is a home rule city, 
“which means it can adopt any law that is 
not in conflict with state or federal law.” 
The committee was appointed in 
December to review the city charter for 
archaic language and obsolete sections. 
The committee looked at city charters 
from 10 different cities to guide its 
discussions and decisions. The 10 cities 
were Lubbock, Garland, Irving, Amarillo, 
Grand Prairie, Pasadena, Mesquite, 
McKinney, McAllen and Killeen. 
Proposition No. 3, Article V, Section 
2, states: “Shall the City Charter be 
amended to limit the mayor and 
members of the city commission to two 
full terms in office, then be out of office 
for one year before running for mayor or 
commissioner again?”
Garza said current city commissioners 
will not be penalized for the years already 
served, as the propositions would go into 
effect in the beginning of 2015 and 2017. 
District 4 Commissioner John 
Villarreal told Garza: “One of the motives 
for suggesting [Proposition 3] is that it 
would encourage more people to run 
but, I mean, anyone can run. Term limits 
can be set by the voters. They can vote 
someone out or re-elect them.”
After the meeting, District 1 City 
Commissioner Rick Longoria told The 
Collegian: “There were things going on 
before all of this came along that were 
Commissioners hit term-limit plan




kind of politically motivated. There was 
political motivation behind Proposition 
No. 3.”
Asked if there was political motivation 
behind the term-limit proposal, Garza 
replied: “No, it’s not meant to be viewed 
as politically motivated. It’s just an idea 
to help amend the charter. … There are 
several things that we kind of wanted to 
do, but given our limited time frame, that 
was the main one.”        
Longoria said: “I did take personal 
offense. I think the only person that 
would have really gotten evicted is me 
because I have been here so long.”
The District 1 commissioner has served 
three terms and has indicated he would 
seek a fourth term in the May 9 city 
election.
“Why have we had [state] Sen. [Eddie] 
Lucio in for such a long time? Why have 
we had state Rep. René Oliveira for such 
a long time? Because they’re doing the 
right job,” Longoria said. “When you have 
a person that is doing the right thing, in 
whichever seat it may be, the people will 
keep them there because they are doing 
what is right for the people. If the person 
that sits up there is doing something that 
is not for the people, the people will take 
them out of that seat. I don’t think it has 
to be a proposition. I don’t think it has to 
be any kind of an item that says how long 
a person can be here.”
One person spoke in favor of the term-
limit plan.
 “I think term limits are long overdue,” 
Brownsville resident Dutch Fisher said 
during the public hearing. “I don’t know 
what you all are scared about. I mean, if 
someone can’t get a project done in 12 
years, well stay there for eight, drop out 
for a year, and then get back on it.” 
District 2 Commissioner Jessica 
Tetreau-Kalifa asked Garza if other local, 
county or state boards limit terms, or if it 
was a “personal” issue.
Garza replied that the committee 
See CITY, Page 6





Dean of Students Doug Stoves will 
oversee the department with the help 
of Residential Life Assistant Director 
Stephen Cisneros.
“In the meantime, we’re also going 
to be using the help of Mr. Stephen 
Cisneros, who previously worked for 
the office of Student Life,” Stoves said. 
“Fortunately, Heather planned out a lot 
of the events for the semester. Basically, 
he’s going to help coordinate that as well 
as the other things that come up.”
During her six-year tenure at UTB, 
Olague held three positions and helped 
further develop the University Scholars 
program and revamped orientation. 
In 2008, Olague joined the university 
How long have you been in a 
relationship?
Cris: “We are going on three years. We 
had mutual friends in high school, and 
we kind of kept contact during college, 
or during my freshman year, because I 
wasn’t in Brownsville.” 
Jackie: “He played college football at 
 Cris Ortiz is a senior biology major at 
UT Brownsville and Jackie Margenau 
graduated from UTB with a bachelor’s 
in psychology. She works as a substitute 
teacher for the Brownsville Independent 
School District and is working on getting 
certified to be an educator.
Where did you meet? 
Kenia: “We met here in UTB and I 
added him on Facebook.” 
Enrique: “We had the same first classes. 
I was in the hallway just by myself and 
then she came in by herself.” 
When you saw her, was it love at 
first sight? 
Enrique: “Nah, not really (laughs).” 
Kenia: “It can be considered like that, 
because I was interested in him because 
Kenia Alvarez is a junior criminal 
justice major and Enrique Cortez is a 
senior psychology major. 
See ORTIZ, Page 7
See ENROLLMENT, Page 6
See OLAGUE, Page 4
UTRGV sets meetings 
on SGA constitution,    Page 2
students is freshmen, 1,289; 
sophomores, 1,317; juniors, 1,563; 
seniors, 2,240, postbaccalaureate, 120; 
and graduate students, 766.
At the undergraduate level, students 
are taking an average of 11.3 semester 
credit hours, while graduate students are 
taking an average of 5.9 hours.
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The Collegian is the 
multimedia student 
newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at 
Brownsville. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on 
campus and is an award-winning 
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The following are among the incidents 
reported to University Police between Jan. 
24 and 29.
Heartprints
The Pregnancy, Infant and Child Loss 
Support Group meets from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
every other Wednesday in Cortez Hall 220. The 
next session is Feb. 11. For more information, call 
Collegiate Recovery Program Coordinator Martha 
Sanchez at 882-8952. 
Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous, a program of recovery 
from compulsive eating, meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday in Cortez Hall 220. For more 
information, call Collegiate Recovery Program 
Coordinator Martha Sanchez at 882-8952. 
Busy Moms Support Group
Student Health Services invites students who 
are mothers to participate in the Busy Moms 
Support Group every Friday from noon to 1 p.m. 
through May 1 in Cortez Hall 220. Students, staff 
and faculty are welcome. For more information, call 
882-3896.
Chillout sessions 
Relaxation Group meetings will be held from 
noon to 1 p.m. every other Monday in Cortez 
Hall 220. The next session is Feb. 9. For more 
information, call Collegiate Recovery Program 
Coordinator Martha Sanchez at 882-8952. 
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Learn the language of love 
The UT Brownsville Community 
Counseling Clinic will show how 
to communicate affection with your 
partner and others from noon to 3 p.m. 
and from 4-6 p.m. today through Friday 
in the Main Building’s Gran Patio. 
For more information, call 882-5730. 
UTB Food Pantry 
The UT Brownsville Food Pantry is 
accepting donations of non-perishable 
food items and hygiene products from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in 
Cortez Hall 140. Monetary donations also 
are welcomed. For more information, 
call the ASPIRE office at 882-8250.
Lecture by ABC News’ Dan Harris 
The National Society of Leadership 
and Success will host a video speaker 
broadcast featuring Dan Harris, co-
anchor of ABC News’ “Nightline” and 
the weekend edition of “Good Morning 
America,” at 6 p.m. Tuesday in Life and 
Health Sciences Building Room 1.102. 
Make a friend Day
Get a free hug when the Campus 
Activities Board hosts National 
Make a Friend Day at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday on the Student Union lawn. 
Bring your recyclables (plastic bottles 
No. 1 and No. 2, aluminum cans, office 
paper and cardboard) to support UTB 
Recyclemania. For more recycling 
information, visit the Facebook page, 
UTB RecycleMania, or contact Kacey 
Villafuerte at kaceyv13@gmail.com.
National Condom Week     
Celebrate National Condom Week 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday on 
the Student Union lawn. Free pickles, 
popcorn and condoms will be distributed. 
For more information, call Student 
Health Services at 882-3896.
Life improvement 
Student Health Services will provide 
free and confidential peer support, 
cooking demonstrations, tips and best 
practices for exercising, healthy living 
and nutritional eating. The sessions are 
open to UT Brownsville students, faculty 
and staff and are scheduled from noon to 
1 p.m. Wednesday and Feb. 25, March 11 
and 25, April 8 and 22 and May 13 and 27 
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia. For 
more information, call Student Health 
Services at 882-3896.
Social work info session 
The University of Texas Pan 
American will host a Social Work 
Information Session from noon to 
1 p.m. Thursday in the Main Building’s 
Salón Cassia. Information on admission 
requirements, the application process, 
financial aid and scholarships will be 
presented. Door prizes will be awarded 
and refreshments will be served. For 
more information, call 665-3661 or email 
gradschool@utpa.edu.
Cupid’s Corner
Single? Taken? Complicated? Whatever 
your relationship status may be, the 
Office of Student Engagement 
invites students to Cupid’s Corner, 
an event filled with food, fun activities 
and photos. The pre-Valentine’s Day 
celebration takes place at 11 a.m. Friday 
in the Student Union veranda. For more 
information, contact the Office of Student 
Engagement at engage@utb.edu.
Substance abuse education series
Student Health Services will host an 
HIV/STDs and Substance Abuse 
Education Series. The series begins 
with “Marijuana, Cigarettes and E-cigs,” 
scheduled Feb. 18; “Drugs, Alcohol and 
Partying,” March 3; and “HIV and STIs 
101,” April 1. All lectures are scheduled 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Main 
Building’s Salón Cassia. For more 
information, call Student Health Services 
at 882-3896.
Mic Night 
The Office of Student Engagement 
invites students to Mic Night, featuring 
blues, pop and alternative musician 
Mitch Clark, at 6 p.m. Feb. 18 in 
the Main Building’s Gran Patio. The 
event will also include mocktails and 
performances by Noche de Estrellas 
winners. For more information, call 882-
5033. 
Bilingual author at Writers Live
Bilingual author Erika Said will read 
from her collection of poems, “iPoems,” 
answer questions and sign books from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Feb. 19 in the Main 
Building’s Salón Cassia. Admission is 
free. Said is a fiction writer and poet 
living in San Antonio. “iPoems” was 
published in Mexico in 2013 and will be 
launched in its bilingual version in May 
by Slough Press. Her presentation is part 
of the Writers Live @ UTB series.
Alternative Spring Break
The Center for Civic Engagement and 
the Office of Student Engagement 
will conduct an Alternative Spring 
Break for children ages 6 to 15 March 
9-13. Activities will be based on the 
following themes: Young Scientists, 
Healthy Habits, Environmental Day 
and Sports and Recreation Day. A field 
trip also is planned. To register, visit 
http://asb2015.eventbrite.com. The 
registration deadline is March 2. For 
more information, call the center at 882-
4300. 
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Jan. 24
6:30 p.m.: A University Police officer 
conducted a traffic stop on International 
Boulevard due to expired registration 
and inspection tags and failure to stop 
at a designated point. Upon further 
investigation, the officer discovered 
neither the driver nor the passenger had a 
valid driver’s license. A U.S. Border Patrol 
K-9 unit was called to assist and found 
contraband in the trunk of the vehicle. 
The officer searched the area and found 
four bundles of marijuana, a combined 
weight of 3.4 pounds. The driver and 
the passenger were both arrested on 
charges of possession of marijuana, a 
state jail felony. Officers transported 
both suspects to the Carrizales-Rucker 
Detention Center.
6:30 p.m.: A University Police officer 
accidentally punctured his finger while 
utilizing a narcotics exam kit during 
the course of his duties. The incident 
occurred during booking procedures 
of an arrest. The officer was directed to 
get evaluated at a local clinic. The officer 
returned after being treated and said the 
doctor cleared him to return to duty.
Jan. 27
4:53 p.m.: A custodian told University 
Police he filed a police report with the 
Brownsville Police Department after he 
found damage to his vehicle. The victim 
suspects his girlfriend’s ex-husband. 
The officers then made contact with 
the victim’s girlfriend, who said she has 
been stalked and harassed off campus 
by her ex-husband, who is not affiliated 
with the university. She said she filed 
police reports with the Brownsville and 
San Benito police departments for the 
incidents that occurred off campus. A be-
on-the-lookout bulletin was distributed 
to patrol personnel. 
Jan. 28
3:36 p.m.: A University Police officer 
was dispatched to Lot B-2 after a minor 
traffic accident. The driver of a vehicle 
struck a parked and unattended vehicle 
while attempting to park. The driver 
said she did not have any injuries. The 
officer then contacted the owner of the 
unattended vehicle who was advised of 
the incident. Both parties exchanged 
information and were advised of the 
procedures to obtain a copy of the police 
report.
Jan. 29
11:47 a.m.: A student reported that an 
unknown driver struck her vehicle while 
it was parked in Lot B-2. The student 
provided photos showing that her vehicle 
was struck by another vehicle, which 
had crossed the yellow parking line. The 
officer observed a chip on the vehicle 
brand insignia of the student’s vehicle. 
The officer contacted the driver of the 
striking vehicle and advised him of the 
damage he caused. The officer had both 
parties exchange information.
5:19 p.m.: A professor reported one of 
his female students was being harassed 
by another faculty member and another 
student. The professor said the student 
had already filed a complaint with the 
Dean of Students Office regarding the 
incident. The student has not made 
contact with University Police. University 
Police officers contacted the Dean of 
Students Office to advise them of the 
incident.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras 
M e e t i n g s
UTRGV sets meetings 
on SGA constitution
Town hall meetings on the University 
of Texas Rio Grande Valley Student 
Government Constitution will take 
place this week on the campuses of UT 
Brownsville and UT Pan American.
On the UTB campus, the town hall 
meetings are scheduled at 12:15 p.m. and 
6 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón.
On the UTPA campus in Edinburg, 
the meetings will take place at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday and noon Thursday in the 
Student Union Theater.
UT Brownsville and UT Pan American 
will consolidate to form UTRGV in Fall 
2015.
For questions or to request special 
accommodations, contact the Office of 
the Dean of Students at (956) 665-2260.
Mystery Word 
Hint:
s _ _ e _ _ e _ r _
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15 Seconds: What are your plans 
for Valentine’s Day? 
Karina Aguirre
THE COLLEGIAN
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza
Valentine’s Day is 
Saturday, and like 
many other people, 
I’m so excited, but 
there is something 
even more exciting 
for me. I got paid 
last Friday! Granted, 
most of my money 
goes to my savings 
account, you know, 
for school and bills, but what doesn’t 
goes straight to feed my addiction.
Many people say I have a problem, that 
I should stop before it gets out of hand, 
but like any other addict, I beg to differ. 
Personally, I don’t see any harm being 
done in doing what makes me feel happy 
and relieves my stress. I know what 
you’re thinking; no, I am not talking 
about an illegal addiction. My addiction 
is shopping. It’s crazy, really, how much 
buying even just one thing can help you 
get over a bad day. 
Some might call me shallow but I don’t 
shop to impress people with the stuff 
I buy. I do it because it makes me feel 
happy. It sounds insane, and maybe it is, 
but it’s really fun, only not for my bank 
account. In the span of my 18 years of life 
I think most of my time has been spent in 
department stores looking for things that 
belong in my closet. Growing up, I didn’t 
have a lot of money so I would only be 
allowed to look and wish. It used to drive 
my parents nuts how much I asked to be 
taken to stores just to window shop, but 
now that I am older and have a job I get 
to actually buy most of the things I want. 
Recently, though, it has gotten a bit 
out of hand. After acquiring my credit 
card, you could say I’ve had a lot of fun. 
Being that it is much easier to access the 
Internet now, I no longer have the need to 
step outside. An abundance of must-have 
items are just a click away. Each month I 
waste money on things I convince myself 
that I need. Sometimes, something as 
simple as 10 percent off a handbag wakes 
up my impulse to buy and even if I know 
I have no need for it, there I am, putting 
in my platinum card information. 
I suppose this wouldn’t be such a 
concern if I limited myself to items that 
weren’t so overpriced, but as one of my 
best friends always teases, I paid almost 
$200 for a pair of boots. I have made 
some progress, though, in my road to 
recovery. Perhaps last year I would have 
been up for paying more than $40 for a 
simple pair of shorts, but now I strive to 
look for clearance items and great deals. 
One of my credit cards has even been 
confiscated by my mother and though 
at first it felt like the end of the world, I 
don’t need it anymore. 
Still, the truth is I am a poor girl with 
expensive taste. I am constantly torn 
between being extremely concerned and 
not really caring about my spending. 
Maybe I do have a problem, for while 
many girls might fantasize on finding 
true love, I often daydream of buying 
my first pair of Christian Louboutin 
heels. One can only dream. All that’s left 
to say is, I’m Karina Aguirre, and I’m a 
shopaholic.
Confessions 
of an online 
shopaholic
“Well, since my boyfriend is back home in Serbia and that’s 
kind of far away, I, unfortunately, can’t be with him, so I’ll go 
with my friends to the movies and watch ‘Fifty Shades of Grey,’ 
I guess.”
Rogelio Gil
Respiratory care sophomore 
Texas Southmost College 
“Well, as of now, I don’t have anything planned. 
I don’t have a girlfriend, so I don’t have to worry 
about any gifts. So, I’ll probably just chill with my 
friends. Go out to eat. Just like a regular day.” Sonia Martínez
Estudiante de educación de último año
“Este día de San Valentín me la voy a pasar con mi novio. 
Vamos a salir, vamos a ir de fiesta también. No sé, tenemos 




“My plans for Valentine’s Day consist of going to 
a restaurant with my boyfriend and then going 
clubbing at night to go see my drags.” 
Vanja Joksic 
International business senior 
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See OLAGUE, Page 6
as a student development specialist 
with the Leadership and Mentorship 
Program.
In 2010, she became coordinator of 
the University Scholars program.
“I had worked with the University 
Scholars in my role as student 
development specialist, but this 
opportunity was going to be to work 
solely with the scholars,” Olague said. 
“So, I took that opportunity to work 
with them, redesign the program, more 
hands-on and I really enjoyed the work 
that I did with them.”
For most of 2013, she served as 
director of Leadership Programs.
“There was an opportunity to become 
director of leadership programs and 
I’ve always been real passionate about 
leadership opportunities for students, so 
I was very excited when this opportunity 
came,” Olague said. 
In January 2014, she was appointed 
Student Engagement director.
“A little over a year ago with the 
departure of the previous director of 
Student Life, the opportunity came up to 
be the director of Student Engagement,” 
Olague said. “That was very exciting, to 
bring some components that had been 
overseen.”
As director of Student Engagement, 
Olague took on the challenge of 
redesigning orientation, where students 
learn the ins and outs of university life.
“The orientation redesign, I’m really 
proud of that,” she said. “That was way 
outside the box and I’m thankful to our 
dean of students, Dr. [Doug] Stoves, for 
rolling with such a dramatic change and 
being supportive.”
Previously, she said, orientation was 
hectic and managing a schedule packed 
with events was a challenge.
“[Students] would be here from 8 to 5. 
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Transition to UTRGV
Next fall, UT Brownsville and the UT 
Pan American will consolidate to form the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. 
Current UTB and UT Pan American 
students in good academic standing will 
be considered returning students and 
be automatically accepted into UTRGV, 
Leal said.
New students will have to complete 
the Apply Texas application, which is 
available at applytexas.org.
“We are changing everything around,” 
Leal said. “We do not have cut scores like 
we’ve had in the past. All our student 
applications are admitted on the 10 
percent rule, as required by the state 
of Texas. Top 10 percent are automatic 
admissions. The other 90 percent will 
be scored holistically, meaning we do 
require an SAT or ACT. We require to 
know your class rank. We require to 
know about the courses that you’ve taken 
in high school. Are they rigorous enough? 
Are they challenging enough? And your 
leadership skills. All of those pieces in 
place help us decide if you are a student 
ready to come into the university.”
The UTRGV Apply Texas application 
also requires two essays asking students 
about their educational goals. The 
priority deadline for applications was 
Feb. 1, but students will be able to submit 
their applications until July.
“We have several applications but most 
of those applications are incomplete,” 
Leal said. “As of right now, we have about 
6,000 applications that we’re processing 
at UTRGV.”
UTRGV will offer 56 master’s 
programs, four doctoral programs and 
22 certificate programs. 
Asked about the requirements for 
applying to graduate school at UTRGV, 
Graduates Studies Director Sylvia Saenz 
replied, “Various graduate programs 
have their own program requirements, 
which are available at utrgv.edu. You 
would have to go to the graduate page and 
it would have the list graduate programs 
and the requirements.”
The general requirements for the 
master’s programs include an online 
Apply Texas application, a $50 fee ($100 
for international applicants), a bachelor’s 
degree from a regionally accredited 
institution in the United States, an 
undergraduate grade-point average of 
at least 3.0 and official transcripts from 
each institution attended.
After approval from the Liaison 
Committee on Medical Education, 
UTRGV will accept applications in 
Fall 2015 for its School of Medicine. 
Matriculation will take place in the 
summer of 2016.
The inaugural class for the medical 
school will have 50 students, according 
to UTRGV Media Relations Director 
Letty Fernandez.
ENROLLMENT
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looked at 10 cities of similar size. Five of 
those cities limit terms to eight years, or 
two consecutive terms.
Kalifa later told The Collegian: “I’ve 
only been here one term, but I feel it’s 
the people’s will. They’re, ultimately, 
the ones who decide who comes and 
goes. Imposing term limits might end up 
hurting the city in the long run because, 
ultimately, it is the people’s will and 
when they are done with you, they’ll let 
you know.”
The commission didn’t voice 
opposition to the other proposals.
Proposition No. 1, Article II, Section 
2, states: “Shall those portions of the 
City Charter giving the City the power 
to punish vagrants, prostitutes and 
operators of houses of prostitution be 
repealed because they duplicate state 
law?” 
Garza said, “The repeal of these 
paragraphs will not affect any current 
law enforcement activities such as 
behaviors and institutions discussed in 
these paragraphs.” 
Proposition No. 2, Article II, Section 
23, states: “Shall that portion of the 
City Charter authorizing the purchase 
of certain real property for a city at a 
stipulated maximum price be repealed as 
obsolete because the City of Brownsville 
already has a city hall?”
CITY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
 “The committee felt that this section 
of the charter is too specific and, more 
importantly, obsolete,” Garza said. “By 
repealing this section, the city still retains 
the ability to purchase, sell and/or lease 
property.”
The proposals initially were going to be 
presented during a public hearing Feb. 
17; however, charter review officials felt 
extra time would be beneficial.
“You don’t have to act on that, really,” 
Assistant City Manager Ruth Osuna told 
the commission, referring to the agenda 
item that called for consideration on the 
first reading of the ordinance. “On Feb. 17 
is when we need to have a public hearing 
and a first reading of the ordinance, but 
we decided to have this workshop so we 
would have a little extra time and discuss 
some of these … charter amendments.” 
The city commission will conduct a 
second public hearing on the proposed 
amendments at 5 p.m. Feb. 17 in City 
Hall.
In other business, the commission:
--approved a contract to purchase 
two Tahoe K-9 units in the amount of 
$58,000 from Freedom Chevrolet of 
Dallas;
--approved a contract to accept the 
guaranteed maximum price (GMP) 
for the construction of a safety shelter 
dome at the Brownsville Sports Park to 
SpawGlass of Harlingen in the amount of 
$5,279,402. The construction is expected 
to take 245 days. 
OLAGUE
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Los funcionarios de UT Brownsville 
dicen que hay casi 7,500 estudiantes 
matriculados este semestre, una 
pequeña disminución de hace un año.
La meta de matriculación para 
primavera 2015 era 7,800, alrededor 
del mismo número de estudiantes 
inscritos el semestre primaveral 
pasado, pero los números preliminares 
muestran que 7,495 estudiantes 
están asistiendo a clases en UTB.
“Trescientos estudiantes es muy 
poquito”, vicepresidente de servicios 
de matriculación Sylvia Leal dijo sobre 
la disminución en la matriculación 
de hace un año. “En lo que nos 
debemos enfocar es que tenemos 7,500 
estudiantes que están aquí, que tienen 
mucho ánimo de estar aquí y que tienen 
muchas ansias de terminar su metas 
educacionales y nos enfocamos en eso”.
El análisis preliminar muestra que 
hay 1,289 estudiantes de primer año; de 
segundo año, 1,317; de tercer año, 1,563; 
de último año, 2,240, estudiantes de pos-
bachillerato, 120; y de maestría, 766.
Al nivel del bachillerato, estudiantes 
están tomando un promedio de 11.3 
horas académicas por semestre, mientras 
los estudiantes de maestría están 
La matriculación en UTB sufre una caída leve
La cuenta preliminar muestra que 
hay 7,495 estudiantes aquí
Jesús Sánchez
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tomando un promedio de 5.9 horas.
La transición a UTRGV
El próximo otoño, UT Brownsville 
y UT Pan American se unirán para 
formar University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley. Estudiantes de UTB y UT Pan 
American actuales que mantienen 
el nivel académico apropiado se 
considerarán como estudiantes 
que regresan y serán aceptados 
automáticamente a UTRGV, Leal dijo. 
Los estudiantes nuevos tendrán que 
llenar la solicitud de Apply Texas, 
que está disponible en applytexas.org. 
“Estamos cambiando todo por aquí”, 
Leal dijo. “No tenemos puntaje mínimo 
como hemos tenido en el pasado. Todas 
nuestras solicitudes estudiantiles son 
aceptadas basadas en la regla del 10 
por ciento, como lo requiere el estado 
de Texas. El mejor 10 por ciento son 
admisiones automáticas. El otro 90 por 
ciento será calificado holísticamente, 
esto quiere decir que sí pedimos un 
SAT o ACT. Requerimos saber su 
rango en clase. Requerimos saber 
sobre los cursos que ha tomado en la 
preparatoria. ¿Son los suficientemente 
rigorosos? ¿Son muy exigentes? Y 
sus destrezas. Todas esas partes nos 
ayudan a decidir si es un estudiante 
listo para venir a la universidad”.
La solicitud de Apply Texas para 
UTRGV también requiere dos ensayos 
que preguntan sobre sus metas 
educacionales. El plazo de prioridad 
para las solicitudes fue el primero de 
febrero, pero los estudiantes pueden 
entregar sus solicitudes hasta julio.
“Tenemos varias solicitudes pero la 
mayoría de ellas están incompletas”, 
Leal dijo. “Desde este momento, 
tenemos alrededor de 6,000 solicitudes 
que estamos procesando en UTRGV”.
UTRGV ofrecerá 56 programas de 
maestría, cuatro programas doctorales 
y 22 programas de certificación.
Al preguntarle sobre los requisitos 
para aplicar a la escuela de maestría 
en UTRGV, directora de estudios 
superiores Sylvia Sáenz replicó, 
“Varios programas de maestría tienen 
sus propios requisitos, que están 
disponibles en utrgv.edu. Tendría que 
ir a la página de maestría y ahí tendría 
la lista de programas y los requisitos”.
Los requisitos generales para el 
programa de maestría incluyen una 
solicitud de Apply Texas en línea, un 
pago de $50 ($100 para solicitantes 
internacionales), una licenciatura 
de una institución regionalmente 
acreditada en los Estados Unidos, un 
promedio escolar del bachillerato de 
por lo menos 3.0 y un certificado de 
notas de cada institución atendida. 
Después de una aprobación de 
parte del comité de enlace en la 
educación médica, UTRGV aceptará 
solicitudes en otoño 2015 para su 
escuela de medicina. La matriculación 
llevará a cabo el verano de 2016.
La clase inaugural de la escuela de 
medicina tendrá 50 estudiantes, de 
acuerdo a Letty Fernandez, la directora 
de relaciones con los medios de UTRGV.
They would leave tired and exhausted 
and frustrated and that wasn’t what we 
wanted,” Olague said. “We wanted them 
to leave happy and excited and this was 
our opportunity to finish the sale.”
The change included orientation 
leaders contacting students before 
orientation, reducing the size of 
orientation groups from 50 to 75 to 20 to 
25, having incoming students meet their 
academic advisers before orientation 
and banning the use of PowerPoint 
presentations. 
“So, at the end of the day we were 
seeing our orientation students hugging 
their orientation leaders and talk about 
what a great time they had, something 
we’d never seen before,” Olague said. 
Asked what her best memory at 
UTB is, she replied it is hard to choose 
because there are many things she has 
enjoyed from interacting with student 
organizations to seeing students receive 
their diplomas.
“The programming is so diverse,” 
Olague said. “I don’t think there are too 
many people who can say they can ride a 
giant tricycle on a Wednesday afternoon 
with drunk goggles on as a way to provide 
awareness and then in a couple weeks be 
formally dressed as the president hands 
them their ring. 
“I think the most enjoyable [thing] 
is just being able to watch [students] 
grow. So, knowing how they came as a 
freshman or sophomore, shy and quiet, 
and then when they’re a senior and 
getting recognized for the leadership 
ring because they grew out of their quiet 
shell and took on roles as president on 
committees and they’re talking more.” 
One such student is sophomore 
criminal justice major and University 
Scholar Matthew Garza, who worked 
with Olague.
“[Olague’s departure] got me kind of 
down because she’s the one that got me 
into [University] Scholars,” Garza said. 
“She got me my position here and I’m 
going to miss her. I’ve gotten to know 
her more working with her and she’s a 
great person and a great leader. She has 
a very clean work environment. She likes 
it organized but she knows how to have 
fun at the same time.” 
Olague’s recommendation to students 
is to take advantage of the opportunities 
the university offers and for students to 
pursue their goals despite the obstacles 
they may face and to realize that there 
are departments at UTB that are here to 
help students out.
“Take advantage of it, be a part of 
a club or an org, take on a leadership 
role, an internship, research with a 
professor, do more than just going to 
class,” she said. “Get connected because 
those connections are very valuable, very 
important as they move to their next 
goals.” 
Olague plans to pursue a doctorate 
in educational leadership and awaits a 
reply from the University of Texas at San 
Antonio. 
“I want to stay in higher education,” 
Olague said. “I really love what I do and I 
love working with students and so I’d like 
to continue somewhere in that realm, 
whether leadership or activities or clubs 
and orgs or orientations.”
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Carlos G. Gómez’s “Sans Cabeza”
UT Brownsville and UT Pan American 
music professors will perform as the 
Faculty Brass Quintet at 7:30 tonight in 
the Texas Southmost College Arts Center 
Performance Hall. 
“This is sort of a preview of once 
we’re both UTRGV, sort of cooperating, 
cooperation between the two 
departments,” said Adam Decker, an 
adjunct faculty member at UTB. Decker 
holds degrees in trumpet performance 
and he teaches music appreciation, 
orchestration and music history.
Decker, UTB music Professor Art 
Brownlow and Assistant Professor Susan 
Hurley-Glowa will be joined by UTPA 
Music and Dance Department Chair 
Pedro Martinez and Assistant Professor 
Scott Roeder.
“One of the things that’s been 
interesting about this group is that we 
have combined faculty members from 
UTB and UTPA for this performance,” 
Hurley-Glowa said.
The Faculty Brass Quintet at UTB was 
established in 2012. Hurley-Glowa said 
two members of the quintet left UTB and 
that is why two faculty members from 
UTPA joined this semester.
“I think it’s a good thing because we 
are getting to know our colleagues over 
there and we will probably be working a 
lot more together in the future,” she said. 
UTB and UTPA will consolidate into 
the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley next fall.
The quintet will perform selections 
from Bach, Thomas Morley, Michael 
Praetorius and Lew Pollock, among 
others. 
“We’ve got music from all different 
musical eras represented: the 
Renaissance, the Baroque, the Romantic 
period and the 20th century,” Brownlow 
said. 
Brownlow teaches trumpet, music 
With UT Brownsville and UT Pan 
American in their last semester as 
separate schools before consolidating 
into the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley in Fall 2015, their respective art 
departments decided to collaborate on 
an art show. 
UTB Visual Arts Professor Carlos 
G. Gómez said about 1½ years ago, he 
and Reynaldo Santiago, a professor at 
UTPA, came up with the idea of a shared 
exhibition.
An exhibit of the works of UTPA art 
faculty opened Jan. 30 at the Historic 
Brownsville Museum. The show of works 
by UTB faculty began Thursday at the 
UTPA Visual Arts Gallery in Edinburg. 
The UTB pieces are by Gómez, 
Lecturers Stephen Hawks, Julian 
Rodriguez, Alejandro Macias and Rick 
Fatica and adjunct faculty members Noel 
Palmenez and Felix Trejo.
Faculty from UTPA are Douglas Clark, 
UTB, UTPA faculty collaborate for fine arts
Kaila Contreras 
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR 
M.C. Farris, Philip Sidney Field, Susan 
Fitzsimmons, Robert Gilbert, Leila 
Hernandez, Richard Hyslin, Jerry Lyles, 
Maria Elena Macias, David Martinez, 
Lorenzo Pace, Reynaldo Santiago, Donna 
Mason Sweigart and Paul Valadez.
Gomez said the exhibit is called “The 
Last Hurrah” because this is the last 
semester that UT Brownsville and UT 
Pan American will exist. 
“What we’re doing over there in 
Edinburg is we’re trying to show their 
students and the faculty that they know 
we’re valid, that we’ve been around a 
while, too,” Gómez said. “We’re a solid 
university and I think what we’re trying 
to do as a group is to show that we have 
game, too. There’s not a theme. Each one 
of us has their own individualities, so 
there’s no cohesive theme to the show.”
Artwork at the UTPA Visual Arts 
Gallery will be on display from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday until March 
12. Admission is free.
 Artwork at the Brownsville Historic 
Museum will be on display from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday until 
Feb. 28. General admission is $4 and $2 
for veterans and senior citizens. 
Faculty Show 
Apart from “The Last Hurrah,” 
UTB’s Visual Arts Department will 
host the “Faculty Show” in the Gallery 
at Rusteberg Hall beginning at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday. Admission is $1.
Gómez, Hawks, Rodriguez, Macias and 
Fatica will display their work. Gómez 
and Macias are painters, Hawks and 
Rodriguez are ceramists and sculptors 
and Fatica is a photographer. 
“I’m showing work that is socio-
political,” Gómez said. “I’m showing 11 
pieces and they have to do with what’s 
going on in society.” Among the pieces 
is “Sans Cabeza” (oil on linen), which 
deals with the shocking beheadings in 
the Middle East. 
The last day of the exhibit is March 6.
 For more information, call the Visual 
Arts Department at 882-7097 or email 
alejandro.macias1@utb.edu.





history, conducting and music 
appreciation. He is principal trumpet for 
the Valley Symphony Orchestra and has 
performed as a member of the Spoleto 
Festival Orchestra.
Hurley-Glowa teaches horn and has 
performed in many orchestras in the 
United States and Germany, according to 
her biography on the UTB website. 
Roeder teaches applied tuba/
euphonium at UTPA, conducts the UTPA 
Brass Ensemble and the UTPA Tuba/
Euphonium Ensemble. He serves as 
principal tuba with the Valley Symphony 
Orchestra and performs with the UTPA 
Faculty Brass Quintet.  
Asked what he thought about 
collaborating with UTB faculty members, 
Roeder replied: “It’s good; everyone’s 
real nice and they’re good musicians and 
we’ve had a good time.”
He also said it is likely that there will 
be more collaboration between the two 
campuses once UTRGV gets up and 
going. 
Martinez also has performed with the 
Valley Symphony Orchestra, the Dean 
Canty Jazz Orchestra, the Harbor Lights 
Jazz Orchestra, the Rio Grande Valley 
Trombone Quartet and the South Texas 
Trombone Ensemble.
Admission to tonight’s concert is $10 
for adults, $5 for senior citizens and 
children, and $5 for students with ID. 
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Texas Lutheran University. He would 
Skype me and he would play me his 
guitar, and I instantly friendzoned him.”
Cris: “I transferred over here and she 
actually helped me get my first job when 
it was UTB-TSC at the REK, and so we 
both worked at the pool.  She was a 
lifeguard and I was a swim instructor. 
And over about a year, we became best 
friends. So, I mean, she would have these 
eight-hour shifts and I wouldn’t leave, 
she would just give me this face—”
Jackie: “Yeah, our friends would always 
be like, “Are you guys talking?” and we’d 
be like, “Ew, no!” Well, I was. I don’t 
know about you—”
Cris: “Nah, I thought she was cute, but 
she didn’t like me.” 
How did you get out of the friend 
zone?
Cris: “I don’t know.” 
Jackie: “I think it was just people 
constantly asking us, and we were such 
best friends that, I don’t know, it just 
happened. I guess, never take for granted 
the people that are good to you. That’s 
kind of what was in my mind and I was 
like, ‘Let’s give it a shot.’ He used to like 
me before, but I never liked him back. It 
took me, like, two years of best friendship 
to finally be like, ‘OK, let’s try it,’ and 
we’ve been three years strong.” 
What do you most like about her?
Cris: “She’s really cute. She’ll do 
something and I might get bothered 
by it but then, immediately, she does 
something super adorable and I can’t, 
I’m never mad at her, for more than a 
second or two.” 
we had the same class and so I added him 
on Facebook for school purposes first and 
then we found we had a lot of things in 
common. We both went to Rivera High 
School, but we didn’t know each other.” 
Enrique: “We started to flirt in the 
conversations we had on Facebook, 
like every day. And then she told me—
well, I asked her—‘What would a good 
boyfriend have for you?’ and she said: 
‘Vaccinations, all the vaccinations, clean 
criminal record (here and from Mexico), 
birth certificate and a check.” (Laughs.) 
Then we had like a first date, a normal 
date, just a movie and dinner and then 
the second and third date and then on 
the fourth one, I gathered all the things 
and gave them to her. The vaccinations, 
the check, the birth certificate and, well, I 
just had a speeding ticket so—” 
Kenia: “I was laughing because I was 
joking! He has asked me, ‘Why don’t you 
have a boyfriend?’ and I had said because 
I have a lot of requirements, just joking, 
but he took it seriously!” 
Enrique: “I gathered all the things--to 
impress her. And, well, she said yes--”
Kenia: “And we are here now.” 
What do you most like about each 
other? 
Kenia: “He gives me a lot of security 
or, like, if I want to do something, he 
supports me. Like, he says ‘OK, let’s do 
it!’ That’s what I most like. We saw this 
in the newspaper and I told him, ‘Let’s do 
it!’ and he said, ‘All right, let’s do it.’” 
What do you like about her? 
Enrique: “It’s a lot of things, but like the 
most, most, most--she’s beautiful. We’re 
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What about you?
Jackie: “Actually, everything annoys 
me. I don’t even know why. I just can’t, 
I don’t know--he just knows every right 
thing to say when I’m mad, so it makes 
up for that. I think what I like is that we 
are just so comfortable with each other. 
We break out into random dances and, 
like, we make really weird noises. It’s 
like it’s normal to us, and when we’re 
around people, they’re like, “What are 
you doing?” 
What are some of your most special 
moments? 
Cris: “It’s real cliché, but like the first kiss, 
I asked her. It was super uncomfortable. 
Well, not uncomfortable. I was just really 
nervous, but it was probably the coolest 
one. I was like, “Oh wow,” and I don’t 
know, how about you?”
Jackie: “Last semester, I was juggling 
four jobs and then coming to school full 
time getting ready to graduate and I had 
a mental breakdown and I just started 
crying and he showed up with like a big 
bag of food and, like, a bouquet of flowers 
and he cooked me dinner and, like, it’s 
stuff like that. I love it. It’s just very 
thoughtful.” 
What helps your relationship stay 
strong?
Jackie: Definitely, the friendship that 
we have. If we wouldn’t have had that 
friendship first, I don’t think we would 
be where we’re at. I think that’s the most 
important thing.” 
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always joking around, we’re never sad, 
we don’t fight a lot. I mean, we do but 
after five minutes that’s it, everything’s 
OK. There’s no problem.” 
What are some of your most special 
moments together? 
Enrique: “I took her to Jalisco, [Mexico,] 
to meet my family and then she took me 
to Mexico D.F. to meet her family. I think 
that’s the most special moment.” 
What helps your relationship stay 
strong? 
Kenia: “Communication. I always tell 
him what I don’t like and he changes. If I 
tell him, “I don’t like what you told me,” 
he thinks about it and--”
Enrique: “I just don’t do it again. And 
she’s like that, too.” 
What are your Valentine’s Day 
plans? 
Enrique: “This year, well, we are 
planning to take our dog to the beach. We 
have a dog together.” 
Kenia: “We don’t live together but we 
have a dog.” 
Kenia: “His name is Pedro because of a 
Coca-Cola bottle.”
Enrique: “We were fighting about it 
and we said, ‘OK, the first bottle with a 
name.” 
Kenia: “We said, ‘The bottle will decide 
the name.’ (Both laugh.) And that’s his 
name.” 
Anything else you want to add 
about each other, or about your 
relationship? 
Enrique: “We plan on getting married 
next year, in December. I haven’t asked 
but we’re already saving money, which is 
kind of the same thing, right?” 
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